In 1963, I made a study of herbage production in the meadows of the High Sierra in central California. The study was designed to obtain preliminary s amp 1 in g information for an intensive study that was to follow. The study was discontinued after completion of the preliminary sample. Because there is little pilished information on the Sierra J! evada Meadows, this preliminary survey data should be of interest to range managers.
I selected five meadows of 24 to 45 acres at an elevation of 6,500 to 7,000 ft in the vicinity of Jackass Meadow, Sierra National Forest, California. Three of the meadows are called John Brown, Strawberry, and Marshall. They are used heavily by cattle during the entire grazing season (mid-June to mid-September). The wet sites are trampled, and some parts are eroded. The other two meadows-both parts of Jackass Meadow-are referred to as North and South Jackass. They are lightly grazed during summer, with m&t Of the use in fall. A favorable time of the year for a short period of heavy use is fall, when the meadows are The five meadows were sampled in September. S amp 1 in g intensity ranged from 1 plot/acre to 1 plot/ 2.3 acres, or 14 to 26 plots/meadow. All plots were protected from grazing during the previous summer by a wire-mesh cage of the type described by Westfall and Duncan (1961) . A total of 108 square-foot plots were clipped 0.5 inch from ground level to estimate production and to obtain information on probable sampling requirements for future studies. The clipped vegetation was air-dried and weighed to the nearest tenth gram. Jeffery shootingstar (Dodecatheon jeffregi), the only abundant plant observed to be unpalatable, was excluded from the sample.
Production on the five meadows ranged from 835 to 1,436 lb/acre (Table 1) . Estimates of carrying capacity were based on 40% of the available herbage being used and were determined by methods recommended by Wood et al (1960) . From this preliminary sample, about 100 plots/meadow probably would be necessary to estimate herbage production with a standard error of about 10%. But this requirement may change, depending on weather patterns. Although wet and dry sites were studied, I did not have enough data to make any recommendations on sampling requirements for these sites. Furthermore, it might be difficult to recognize the vegetation sites in spring during exceptionally high moisture conditions. When I selected our potential sample plots, virtually all sites were wet due to 
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